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education in the age of AI

NATIONAL SURVEY



The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

•Survey: October 29 – November 26, 2025

•Combination of AAC&U and Elon mailing lists

•1,057 college and university professors 
responded to the survey



The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

95% Said generative AI’s 
impact will be to 
increase students’ 
overreliance on these AI 
tools
75% said the tools will have a lot of impact

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025



The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

90% Said the use of 
generative AI will 
diminish students’ 
critical thinking skills
66% said the tools will have a lot of impact

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025



The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

83% Said the use of 
generative AI will 
decrease student 
attention spans
62% said the tools will have a lot of impact

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025



The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

78% Said cheating on their 
campuses has increased 
since generative AI tools 
have become widely 
available
58% increased a lot; 21% increased a little

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025



The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

79% Said the typical teaching 
model in their 
department will be 
affected by GenAI tools

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025



The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

86% Predicted the emergence 
of generative AI tools will 
impact the work and role 
of those who teach in 
higher education

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025



The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

49%

20%

20%

11%

Impact of the increased use of GenAI tools on students’ future careers

More negative than 
positive

More positive 
than negative

Don’t know

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025

Equally positive 
and negative



The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

22%

9%

20%23%

26%

Do you yourself use Generative AI tools for any purpose – personal or professional?

Almost constantly/ 
several times a day

About once a day

Several times a week
No more than 
once a week

Not at all

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025



The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

32%

17%
30%

12%

7%

How comfortable are you using Generative AI tools for teaching and learning 
purposes in your classes?

Very comfortable

Somewhat comfortable

Not very comfortable

Not at all

I choose not to use 
GenAI for teaching and 
learning purposes

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025



Is your school prepared to used GenAI tools for these purposes?

The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025

31%

24%

24%

35%

19%

23%

68%

68%

53%

59%

57%

45%

Preparing faculty for effective teaching and mentoring

Helping faculty use the tools in scholarship

Leveraging support services AI has enabled

Preparing students for the future

Helping staff use GenAI for their work

More effective institutional operations

Very/somewhat 
prepared

Not very/not at all 
prepared



Most common uses of GenAI tools by higher education faculty

The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025

17%

16%

12%

12%

12%

11%

10%

9%

28%

31%

34%

34%

23%

29%

29%

25%

Assignments that require student to use & assess GenAI tools

Develop or revise traditional assignments

Locating and developing course materials

Teaching and instructions activities

Creating summaries of meetings

Course development

Helping conduct my own research

Syllabus development

Use a lot Use a little



Has your school done the following in response to the rise of GenAI tools?

The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025

55%

48%

37%

17%

13%

24%

39%

36%

54%

61%

Empaneled a group to oversee and manage the
implementation of GenAI tools

Written specific guidelines/policies about the use of GenAI
in learning and teaching

Created specific new classes focused on AI

Created a major or minor in AI

Adopted AI literacy as a program or departmental learning
outcome

Yes No



In the next five years, how much do you think Generative AI tools will affect the 
typical teaching model in your department?

The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025

43%

36%

11%

2%

8%

Significantly

Some

Not much

Not at all

Don't know



How will GenAI tools impact students in the future?

The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025

95%

91%

90%

83%

61%

41%

40%

27%

3%

9%

8%

13%

32%

53%

58%

70%

Develop an overreliance on Generative AI tools

Widen digital inequities

Diminish critical thinking skills

Decrease attention spans

Enhance and customize learning

Improve research skills

Increase ability to write clearly and persuasively

Increase creativity

A lot/some

Not 
much/not 

at all
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Faculty who cite these challenges in adopting GenAI tools in existing courses:

The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025

92%

90%

88%

83%

82%

70%

47%

28%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

24%

49%

68%

Concerns regarding diminished student learning outcomes

Lack of trust in the safety and security of the GenAI

Poor quality of GenAI tools’ output

Faculty unfamiliarity with GenAI

Faculty resistance to using GenAI

Lack of training and support infrastructure

Student unfamiliarity with GenAI

Student resistance to using GenAI

A lot/some
A little/not 

at all



Has cheating increased on your campus since Generative AI tools have become 
widely available?

The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025

57% 21% 5% 18%

Chart Title

A lot A little Don’t know
No 

change

Have you had academic integrity cases in your courses that involved student usage 
of Generative AI tools?

33% 40% 27%

Chart Title
Yes A few times No



How effective do you think you are in recognizing content created by GenAI tools?

The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025

66% 31% 4%

Chart Title

Very/somewhat Not very/not at all
Don’t 
know

How effective do you think your faculty colleagues are at recognizing content 
created by Generative AI tools?

46% 39% 15%

Chart Title

Don’t knowVery/somewhat Not very/not at all



How do you think Generative AI tools will impact the integrity and value of 
academic degrees?

The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025

36%

38%

18%

6%

2%

A lot for the worse

Some for the worse

Neither for the 
better nor worse

Some for the better A lot for the better



How important is it that your students develop AI Literacy skills prior to graduation?

The AI Challenge:
A faculty survey

Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Oct. 29-Nov. 26, 2025

24%

25%
19%

11%

13%

7%

Extremely important

Very important

Moderately important

Slightly important

Not at all important

Unsure



Generative AI and 
higher education survey

METHODOLOGY

Survey methodology and topline information is available on the Imagining the Digital Future website.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Media contacts

Dan Anderson, special assistant to the president, Elon University

andersd@elon.edu; 336-260-6870

Information in this report

Lee Rainie, director of the Imagining the Digital Future Center at Elon University

lrainie@elon.edu

C. Edward Watson, vice president for digital innovation, American Association of Colleges and Universities

watson@aacu.org

https://imaginingthedigitalfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/TOPLINE-ITDF-facultyAI-survey-11.26.25.pdf
mailto:watson@aacu.org
mailto:watson@aacu.org
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